
 
  

GREETINGS FROM ASIAN ELEPHANT SUPPORT 

 

Bona Update 
 

We recently received some photos of little Bona, the orphan elephant calf in Sumatra, that we would 
like to share with you.   Aswita, an adult female elephant, has become Bona’s adopted mom and does a 
great job looking after her.     

 
Bona and Aswita  

 

 
You can see that Bona’s health is improving! 

 

 

Bona loves her special calf formula  

 
School days: 
As Bona approaches her second birthday, it is also 
time for her to start school.  Aswita is a very good 
teacher and Bona has been busy learning how to 
use her trunk to find natural elephant food.  She 
has also been learning behaviors that will assure 
safer and less stressful exams when the 
veterinarian comes to visit, as well as behaviors 
that will help her in her daily life with the 
members of her four and two-legged family.  
Learning at Aswita’s side and with lots of verbal 
praise and food rewards makes school time fun for 
Bona. 



A sincere thank you: 
 
Bona is blossoming into a robust little girl and we would be terribly remiss if, in addition to Dr. Stremme 
and the full crew who are a part of Bona’s life, we didn’t also give a nod and very sincere thank you to 
Murray Munro, from Australia.  He and a cadre of his friends have become collaborators and team 
players on Bona’s behalf.  For the last six months they have taken over the funding of the supplemental 
feeding that is still so important for Bona as well as having one of them in camp to observe and help 
with her feeding schedule.  This significant support and sincere concern for Bona has also enabled AES 
and Vesswic to be able to redirect their funds to other needs.   We appreciate ‘Murray & Crew’ very 
much!  There are no bounds to what we can accomplish when we roll up our sleeves and work 
together….and Bona thinks she probably has also expressed her thanks simply by being so darn cute! 

 
 

A Nod to Some of our Good Supporters  

 
A SPECIAL THANKS to Ina Moses and Amanda Keen for thoughtfully remembering Asian Elephant 
Support in their GoodSearching, GoodShopping and GoodDining.   Thanks ladies.  We appreciate you! 
 
GoodSearch is a really easy program to use when you are just looking for products or actually buying.  
There are numerous restaurants that participate in GoodDining, so we are certain you will find one in 
your area.  Visit www.goodsearch.com  to learn more about all they have to offer.  

 

 

Elephant Appreciation Day is September 22nd! 
 
Did you know that there is a day dedicated to appreciating the very creatures we all love and cherish so 
much? We at AES will be spending our Saturday appreciating elephants. Will you join us (and also spread 
the word while you’re at it)? There is so much to appreciate about elephants but we’ll just provide you 
with a few reasons –  

 They are one of the smartest mammals 
 They play an essential role in their habitats (by dispersing seeds, digging and exposing water in 

times of water scarcity, etc.)   
 They are an umbrella species, so by protecting them we’re also protecting the other creatures 

that share their habitat 
 They are remarkably cute 
 They live in family units and are very social 
 There are more than 40,000 muscles in their trunks alone 
 There are many jokes about  them (a personal favorite: what do you get when you cross an 

elephant with a kangaroo? Giant holes all over Australia) 
 They can communicate through infrasound that can be heard over great distances 
 They are quite nimble and graceful 

http://www.goodsearch.com/


THANK YOU 
 
We at AES wish to extend a very sincere thank you to each donor who has voted their support with a 
financial gift. We value that confidence and will always do our best for the animals we all care for so 
deeply. 
 
 Please visit our website (www.asianelephantsupport.org) and follow us on Facebook (Asian Elephant 
Support). If you have questions, please  contact us.   We appreciate your support. Please consider a 
donation to help Asian elephants and those who care for them. 

 

ASIAN ELEPHANT SUPPORT 
www.asianelephantsupport.org 
4764 Brookton Way, St. Louis, MO 63128 USA 
 
Asian Elephant Support is a U.S. 501(c)(3) organization; donations are tax-deductible. 

 

http://www.asianelephantsupport.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Asian-Elephant-Support/177835145590160
http://www.asianelephantsupport.org/contact.asp
http://www.asianelephantsupport.org/donate.asp
http://www.asianelephantsupport.org/

