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‘Why focus on legislato e
In a survey of environmental civil society organizations working in Aceh
only 4% stated that their target audience is legislators. Environmental
conservation efforts and land-use planning decisions often rely heavily on
the decisions of legislators. Without a sufficient base of knowledge and a
high level of awareness amongst legislature members, it is unrealistic to
expect that environmental conservation needs will be met.

Recent activities — Establishing the program foundation:
+ A.C.E.H. conducted a baseline study of environmental civil society organizations (CSOs) in Banda Aceh. The result has been disseminated amongst the CSOs and

the survey showed that only 4% of the surveyed CSOs have interactions with legislators. This result provides evidence for A.C.E.H. to target the legislator as its main
audience.

- ACEH. hosted a “political party roadshow” in Aceh. More than 115 people participated in the roadshow, which introduced political parties to A.C.EH.’s activities.
Many participants expressed support of mainstreaming the sustainable development concept in public policy. ‘
+ Through a MoU with the postal service, A.C.E.H. mailed 673 fact sheets and letters to legislative candidates. A.C.E.H. received feedback from several candidates
and key quotes are displayed on the A.C.E.H. website.

- A.C.E.H. uses various online and social media tools<suc,]% as Facebook, Twitter, and the A.C.E.H. website (www.acci-acehprogram.org) to spread awareness of
A.CEH.s activities. . o

+ A.C.E.H. continues to develop relationships with environmental CSOs in Aceh. In April 2014, A.C.E.H. supported a billboard campaign, entitled, “Trans Generation
Solidarity™. This campaign created billboards that provided criteria, including support for nature conservation, human rights, and democracy that CSOs wish to see in a
legislator. In the planning stages of the campaign, 18 CSOs were invested in the campaign and within 48 hours, 63 CSOs requested and added their logos on the
billboards. iomc\CSOs even contributed funds to the campaign.
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& o~ Upcoming program steps :
- ACEH is in active consultation with various relevant bodies and key individuals to develop the appropriate

institutional arrangements and logistics for the Caucus before the elected legislative members officially begin = ‘
their terms in September 2014, :
« The next crucial part of the program will be the Caucus kick-off where interim agendas, membership, and
timeframes will be agreed upon amongst legislative members.

- ACEH anticipates various activities involving the Caucus, including field visits with professors from
partner universities and regular meetings with civil society organizations and constituents. )
- ACEH will continue to implement a monitoring tool and in later stages will conduct an assessment to |
measure the impact of the Caucus.




